IB/’M Form

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE NO

MEMBERSHIP NO

MODEL and YEAR

BELTS
Reversible r black
205GTi lo
£7.60incp

I enclose my Cheque for £
made payable to ‘The Peugeot GTi
Club’

SPRING 1989

Please send me:

Please send your order to:

PAUL SWINNEY

Peugeot GTi Club Merchandise

59 Geerswood, Ghyll Road
Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 OAR

[Self-adhesive for apPis ‘EE: 7
inside of windows. Rg p

50p each inc p+p. Zs Yo

FOR SALE
Due to arrival of new car: ive ¢ ’
> loarrival of new Exclusive ‘Style’ Products for all Peugeot Owners
1986 D-reg (1988 model) in white LUXURY BOUND CARPET OVERMATS, DESIGNER STYLING PLAQUES
9750 miles. Full Service History tailored to fit all 205, 309 & 405 models for your car. Join the famou$ Marques and

Peugeot Used Car Warranty to 12/89
08750
Tel: 01 251 5100 ext 30
or: 01 722 6095 evenings

FOCIIIIIIT

R discreetly display the designers name on
20,000 mile your Peugeot.

guarantee, available g | Iem
in black of grey with [ Desig’ner @ Srirninfanina .
contrast binding X fem

iving

Pair of Pe FORtSZ%IéEH dlight ) Unique Pininfarinaplaques. provide an understated ®
FL'theo d lea ignts Optional - touch of elegance and appeal to your car.
It any moqQe embroidered logo Produced in brush-satin, anodised gold with red
As new and still boxed . on drivers heel pad script. these plaques look superb on wings. tailgate.
Bargain at £55 including p+p H£21.95 Front pair - only £2.50 extra. dash etc. Self adhesive non corrosive and fitted in

First cheque to arrive is the winner! [ £28.95 Full set seconds. Superb value at £3.75 per pair (including

OWNERS CLUB

4 piece All prees ane inclusive . L
L/Cpl Goddard (4 piece) of potage: pcking ot postage and patkmg); )
Delta Troop. 3 Sqdn : STYLE AUTOCESSORIES. d
16 Signa] Regmnt ------------------- py Please send uhcqucs. or P.O's 10:- POPPTRS S TATION ROAD GRATFLEY \
BFPO 35 hen sendi srs please ensure that NR ANDOVER HANTS SPH 8L
sv:’:::‘l(:]k;:r”:fu;:ﬁtr; 21::1?] :l|l]1:!u;kcur :)l')“u STYLE For further product information for Peugeot
WANTED vehicle - allow 21 days tor delivery. A TOCESSORIES f(')“zdbg:h;;{sg}:k"“- please write. or telephone ',

One 1.6 GTi atloy wheel
Must be in good condition
Rob Rowe
078571 5319 (Work)
078571 3757 (Home)

Quality Lacoste Style Shirts STYLE

AUTOCESSORIES
‘STYLE" clothing for every motoring enthusiast is now available and we offer our first custom
made ‘Lacoste’ style sports shirts in the following designs:-
I: RED & BLACK Black body and sleeves with red

collar and inner yoke: Finished with ’ I

the fogo of your choice ie: own name.

model of car. ¢lub. or society, .
2 YELLOW L/BLUE : Bright yeliow body & sleeves with

PEUGEOT
GUTMANN 205i-16v Dr

GTI & DARK BLUE  dark blue vollar & light blue 1989 NATIONAL CONVENTION
inner yoke
lev English made with Ialian cuLL |lmn-Lv:lu\Iic‘.|lcd loose fit N . EC BI RMI NGHAM
short sleeves & available in . M. L & XL,
Send yout onder with enther a checgue o psal SEPTEMBER 24TH
order 1o Style Autnvessories
Sple |1 £ 1695 Poppen
e 2 € 7798
Prices inClude all postage & packing charges. NR ANDOVER
Allow 28 days for detivery. Hani SPHXLG
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NORTHERN IRELAND:
GERRY AVERY

Peugeot Talbot Office

45 Malone Road

Belfast N/lreland BT9 6RX

TYROmE

Lermren
aro camn

OFFALY

N

CUMBRIA (L):

Meeting at The Low Wood Hotel.
Ambleside. Contact STUART FISHER.
0900 826734 (H) or 0900 4399 (W). k
First Tuesday each month.

LANCASHIRE (K):

Meeting on the second Monday each
month at The Beacon Inn, Dalton.
Group Leader: DEREK NEWMAN -
0704 895273.

MANCHESTER (J):

Meeting on the first Monday each
month at The Bay Horse, Clayton
Bridge. Contact PAUL HANCOCK 061
430 5109, IAN BAXTER - 061 432
9161 or ROB CONSTANTINO 061 773
3822.

STAFFORDSHIRE (H):

Meeting at The Littleton Arms,
Penkridge, on the A448. on the
second Tuesday each month. Group
Leader is ROB ROWE - 078571 3757.

BIRMINGHAM (G):

Meeting on the first Tuesday each
month at The Red Lion. Knowle High
Street. Contact TIM PRATT - 0676
42505 or SIMON DUCKER - 042 04
2923.

CORMWALL

XNEY ISLANDS

GRAMPIAN

TAYSIDE (N):

SHEILA WHITMORE is STILL
interested in forming the first Scottish
Group and would welcome contact at
24 Synnyside. Kirriemuir. Angus DD8
5DR.

CLEVELAND (A):

Meeting at The Londonderry Arms,
Long Newton. Group Leader: MARTIN
BLANE - 0642 559630.

EASTERN COUNTIES (B):

Meeting on the second Monday each
month at The Angel, Larling. on the
A11. Group Leader: CHRIS
EGLINGTON - 0362 820252.

ESSEX (C):

Meeting at HW Stone Ltd (Peugeot
Dealer), Chelmsford. on the first
Tuesday each month. Group Leader:
IAN MUGGLESTONE - 0245 268461
(B) or 0621 741295.

SUSSEX (M):

Meeting at The Forge Restaurant.
Nutley, on the second Tuesday each
month. Group Leader: PAUL SWINNEY
- 04352 4571.

HERTFORDSHIRE (D):

Meeting on the second Monday each
month at The Plough. Tyttenhanger
Green, St Albans. Group Leader: TONY
MUNDAY - 0442 230262.

EAST MIDLANDS (0):

Meeting on the LAST Monday each
month at The Boot & Shoe PH. Church
St, Granby. Contact DEBBIE LOWE -
0949 50561 (H) or 0602 476291.

TYNE & WEAR

WEREFORD & WORCESTER

(

-

BERKSHIRE (F):

Meeting at The Wagon & Horses.
Twyford. on the second Tuesday each
month. Contact CHARLES LONG -
Reading 588717 (daytime) or GERRY

| TOOK - 078 481 2139.

KENT (E):

Meeting at The Malta, Allington,
Maidstone. Group Leader: STEVE
PILCHER - 0795 28699.

Caslern

December Sth saw a gethering of members’ GTi's parked
outside a Norwich restaurant for a (non)} Christmas
Supper. The food. although of superb quality and
presentation. turned out to be in the Nouvelle Cuisine
style. too much so for those with hearty appetites.
Nevertheless. a good time was had by all.

No meeting was held in January as the proposed Apres
Xmas Treasure Hunt had to be cancelled due to lack of
interest. However, Monday Feb 13th saw a good
gathering of members at the Larling Angel for an exciting
evening thanks to local Peugeot dealers, ANGLIA
GARAGE. IPSWICH and CARLEY MOTORS, FAKENHAM
Both brought along an Mi-16 for memers to sample, one
of them complete with leather trim and heated front
seatsl Further interest was provided by Chris Eglington
and Mike Bell who spent the evening giving chauffered
rides in their 1300 Rallye and 1.9 GTi Group N rally cars.
An enjoyable evening and thanks to those mentioned for
providing their cars.

East Midlands

The very first meeting of the new East Midlands
group was held on Monday 27th February and.
much to my relief, there was a good attendance!
One member proved to be ‘on the bali’ and has
alreday arranged for the Group members to
benefit from a 10% discount at Shenpar
Competitions in Melbourne. Derbyshire - one of
our local dealers.

Various suggestions and ieas for future events
were put forward and it was agreed to hold
meetings at The Boot and Shae in Granby until a
more suitable alternative could be found.

Thanks to Rob Lowe and Alan Armbridge from the
Staffs Group. They had travelled from Staffs and
Barnsley respectively to give their support and to
swell the ranks!

Cidex

We are organising for the Essex Police Driving School to
run a ‘Driver Advisory Course’ for the Club and this will
consist of four evening lectures/films of approx two hours
each evening. to be followed by a demonstration drive in a
Driving School car {(unmarked Police car!} and a session
on the School’s skid pan. both of the latter taking place on
a Saturday. The expected cost is £20 to £25 per person
but this will be dependant upon numbers attending. We
are commited to an expenditure of £475 overall so
saturation publicity amongst GTi Club members is
essential. not only in Essex but in the surrounding Groups
as well. The exact details - dates. times, costs - will be
finalised soon.

Interested? Send names, addresses. vehicle details and a
cheque for £20 to lan Mugglestone at 13 Orchard Avenue,
Mayland. Chelmsford. £ssex CM3 6EP as soon as possible.
We need a minimum of 25 names to break even on this
one.

20 members from Essex. Herts and Kent Groups. arrived
at the Kart Circuit in the Lower Paddock at Brands Hatch
on a mid-July Friday evening and enjoyed an evening of
fun which had been organised by the Essex Group. The
250 metre circuit included 2 hairpin and two tight
chicanes and. with all the karts being matched very closely
for performance, the racing was close ... too close for
comfort at times!

A lawn-mower engine. no gears and a centrifugal clutch
meant that anyone could drive these karts but the very
positive steering action came as quite a shock to those
who had never been near a kart beforel Kart- control was
not easy! A maximum speed of 45 mph seemed so much
faster when the seat of the pants was so close to the
ground!

Races were organised into heats and the first of these
started in drizzle. leading to some very embarrassing
spins. As the tarmac dried out. drivers became faster and
faster until. with confidence and skill improving. the littie
things could be driven flat out for the whole lap - excpet
perhaps the hairpin?

Points were scored for the resuits of each heat and it all
ended up in three finals. Those with the lowest scores
settled it in the 'C" Final and the higher scorers fought it
out in the ‘B’ Final. The winners of these two finals joined
the back of the grid for the next final.

This Grand Final-e was a very tight race indeed but it was
lan Little from the Essex Group that showed as the
eventual winner. leaving the battle raging behind him, he
romped home unchallenged. Event organiser. lan
Mugglestone. could only manage 5th despite winning the
‘B’ Final.

Everyone enjoyed the event thoroughly and vowed to
return for more of the same next year.

The inaugural meeting at The Plough was very well
attended with some 25 members present and including
the ‘Magnificent Six’ from Berkshire. led by Charles Long.
Charles. to give him the justice he deserves. lost a
hard-fought Motorsport Quiz by 39 to 32. ‘Bamber’ was
impersonated by Penny Curtis while Hazel Elkington kept
the score. Robert Gold arrived with his secretary and two
‘minders’ in a black and rust Alfa Romeo 33. David Yu
related recent off-roading (?) in a Gutmann 205 16v,
demonstrating his 1.A.M. technique? All welcomed the
return of the Prodigal - '‘Bomber’ Brown.

Lancaibire

The November meeting provided Lancashire members
with something a bit different in that they had the
opportunity to take a 205 T16 around a private track.
Everyone had the chance of a little practice before an
impromptu competition took place. Some found it a little
difficult to control around the 90 lefts but, after the first
session. Geoff Heaps was in the lead with a five-second
advantage over the experienced lan Cooper. In third place
was Allan Fouracre. a further 1.1 seconds adrift with
Derek Newman another 1.8 seconds away. All quite close,
reallyl Having learnt something from the first runs. the
second session showed improved times for all and the fina!
results were:

1: Geoff Heaps

2: lan Caoper ...... {+6.11 secs}
3: Derek Newman ... {+13.59)
4: Allan Fouracre .. {+15.19)
5: Mike Nolan ...... (+16.85)

6: Lee Betteridge .. (+17.85)

Our thanks to lan Cooper for the use of the track and to
Scalextric for the car.

Despite the impending Christmas festivities - (Yes. Torque
IS late. isn't it! MB) - it was pleasing to see a 15-strong
turnout for the December meeting. The usual Club/Group
business was son under way and. during which, a report
on the last National Club Committee Meeting was given by
derek; ail members being told of the planned national
events for 1989.

The evening then progressed with the splitting of the
assembled mass into three teams for a "Xmas Fun Quiz'.
After a close-fought contest. the winners were Mike's
Maurauders, who scored 78 to take the glory from Geoff's
Geriatrics and Darren’s Dynamos who had tied on 76.
More close stuff!

Future Group meetings are: April 10th and May 8th.

It occurs to me that some may think that the Staffs Group
of the GTi Club does not exist. Even if it does, it doesn’t
appear to do anything. Not soll The following resume is
evidence of our being!

Nov 3: Members took up a challenge from Telford CSMA
in a driving competition where reputaions were at stakel
No ground was given as we all drove to the best of our
ability. Sadly. one of our members spun off at the same
corner three times and there was a lot of inverted cars -
AFTER the finishing line. A good thing that the cars were
of the Scalextric variety. especially after the recent Safe
Driving Course! | am pleased to report that the Staffs
Group won the match - in a shared XR3i.

Nov 8: Our usual November meeting and. flushed with
success after the previous Scalextric victory. we ran our
own Scalextric evening. So much track was available that
it seems we need a bigger meeting place! “it's great being
sophisticated!” 1 went on to win our Round Table
Scalextric Evening two days later: in a suitably yuppie
Porsche 911.

In a previous report, | find that | lied about our October
meeting. The Safe Driving Course finished a week early
and, at the end of the course. members had the
opportunity of going out in a real live Patrol Car. With all
due credit to the Police. even our self-esteemed hot-shot
drivers were very impressed with the way that the Police
drivers handled the vehicles at speed.

Nov 20: A very good response for the Group's visit to
Trentham Gardens to watch the RAC Rally. About 16 of
us. including Allan - our most distant member- from
Yorkshire, spent many happy hours trying to take
photographs in the dark. This caused by the fact that.
surprise/surprise!. the cars were late again! Besides
almost freezing to death. we were impressed by our
blonde member, Sharon, who had the newest GTi. She
was so enthralled by the day that she was determined to
come along when we went to Wales for the following day.
Sadly. unforeseen circumstances prevented this and | had
to put up with Allan’s company again.

Dec 13: Our Christmas meeting. We did nothing but eat,
drink and be merry! | had 3 pints of L.A. and was REALLY
merry! Wot else is Christmas for? A Happy New Year to all

11
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New faces are beginning to appear down at The Bay Horse
but we'd still like to see more members turning up - or at
least getting in touch with the Group Leaders to tell us
that they exist!

The main focus of discussion at the meetings are still the
cars: much talk of model facelifts and replacements.
Members agreed that Peugeot need to give the 1.9 GTi
some form of "boost” - whether some more power or by
any other method - to keep it at the top of the "super hot
hatch’ league: countering cars such as the 16 valve Astra -
although, the Astra’s handling leaves much to be desired
as at least one Vauxhall/Opel salesman will testify! An ABS
system was also thought to be a beneficial addition if
Peugeot could engineer the system into the cars.
Numerous ideas were put forward regarding further
publicity for the Club and the Group and all members were
given GTi Club leaflets to put under the wipers of other
GTi's - but advised not to try this while they were moving
targets! We trust they’ll remember to do this small job:
I'm always forgetting - shame on mel

On October 2nd, three menbers and their families enjoyed
a day out at the Audi Sport Rally in deepest Wales. Paul
Hancock's young daughter, Joanna. who has a good few
years to go yet before she can drive Dad’s car, was
particularly taken by Phil Collin’s Sierra Cosworth in its
fetching pink paintwork ... Ugh!l A number of GTi
Club-badged Peugeots were also spotted at the stages
proving that our members are getting out and about even
if not all together in a2 GTi convoy!

On Nov 13th, six of us took part in a 'Survival Game' at
Worsley Woads near Manchester. About 50 other peopte
were aiso taking part in the proceedings. rampaging
through the undergrowth in camouflage kit and blasting
the ‘enemy’ with paint pellets. All present thoroughly
enjoyed the day and it was suggested that other GTi Club
Groups may be challenged for a future 'war". While there,
a 309GTi-driver was provided with details of the GTi Club
and we may have made another convert!

While rambling on. | was interested in the correspondence
in these pages regarding the upkeep of the notorious
plastic bumpers. Mine used to look extremely grubby.
especially after bad weather. | initially used Armor-All
which worked well when it was dry but the next rain
washed it offl | still use this product for cleaning the
mudflaps and window rubbers and it does give a pristine
finish. For the bumpers, however. | now use a product
called "Back to Black” which comes in aerosol form.
{Ozone-friendly. | trust. MB). This needs to be applied
onto a clean cloth, away from the car. and then rubbed
onto the bumpers and side trim. A fair amount needs to be
used in the one application but it does work. It should be
reapllied each time the car is washed - once a month in my
casel - and the bumpers benefit with each subsequent
application. It is rain-resistant and will not wash off,
leaving a very good finish without a sheen on the surface.
A ‘blotchy” appearance is avoided with a carefully even
initial application but any biotchiness will gradually
disappear with each successive application, leaving an
almost perfect surface. It is NOT a cure-all and the
bumpers will eventually start to get grubby again. needing
further attention. Perhaps Peugeot ought to be given a
prod and improvements to the quality of these trims
suggested.

What news of the rumoured 205 facelift for 19907
Anyone know anything?

FURTHER MANCHESTER ACTION:

March. end of: More Survival Game.

May 9: Greater Manchester Palice - a talk.

July, early: Automotif. distributors of Jetex exhausts in
Manchester - a visit.

Phone Group Leaders for details.

other GTi Club members and. if anyone out there is
thinking of coming to our meetings - stop thinking about
it! Turn up instead!

Feb 14: Dave Hemmings organised a superb ‘Scatter
Rally" and new members travelled from as far as Crewe to
join in. Unfortunately. sufficient support for the event was
not forthcoming from our more local members, desgite
the fact that they had all been written to three weeks
previously. Thanks to all those that did bother to turn up.
The event itself. a navigational and driving exercise. was
most enjoyable but had some cars going round in circles
(no names!). Some ‘roads’ used were really cart-tracks
but it was often difficult to tell one from the other. Can’t
say who it was who won as | hadn't seen him before ... it
could have been Richard Lucas ... or even a friend of his.
Apologies for this omission!

Feb 27: Animpromptu meeting at Nottingham's inaugural
night in that a telephone call was made to our
furthest-flung member, Alan Armbrister from Barnsley. at
6:30pm and arranged to meet him at Granby later that
evening. Between us, we covered 320 miles to attend the
meeting but it was worth it to see a good attendance of
GTi's and their enthusiastic owners. Good luck to them!
Mar 14: We hope to have the chance to practice our
driving skills in earnest with complete safety as we will be
having a computer rally game and a table-top raliy



AVON TYRES
VISIT

It has been proposed that we arrange a visit to
Avon Tyres at Melksham in Wiltshire. A group of at
least twenty would be needed and the visit would
have to be on a weekday. It is intended that we
have a guided tour of the factory and see
production of the necessary rubber goods taking
place and it may also be possible to tie this in with a
visit to the Mark Cole racing School. If anyone is
interested. please contact Penny Curtis for further
information.

PATRICK
COLLECTION
VISIT

The Patrick Collection Motor Museum is situated
just South of Birmingham at Kings Norton; easily
accessible from the M5, M6 and the M42. It is
famous for its large collection of modern classics -
AM Zagato:; Porsche 939, Ferrari F40, Peugeot
205 T18, etc, among a wide range of exhibits from
the past. If you are interested in any particular car,
do let Penny know and you never know what she
can arrange!

Sunday 14th May at 11:00 am. £10 per person
and this includes lunch. Members’™ guests are also
welcome - the more the merrier! Send your
cash/cheque/PO/share certificates to Penny Curtis
NOW.

As you may have guessed from January’'s weather
reports, there was NO SNOW at all in Scotland and
our expected Ski-ing Weekend turned into an
‘other activities' weekend. The time ceratinly
wasn't wasted and, for some, it was better than if
snow had been available!

The ‘GTi Group' comprised Penny, Paul and Elliott
Curtis; Jason Adams; David Yu; Julie Goodwin and
her parents with their three beautiful collie dogs.
Julkie had been worried about having the dogs
along and in the hotel but, on arrival. they found
that 300 huskies and their owners had taken over
practically all of the hotel for their annual Grand
Prix Sled Pull.

We couldn’t have asked for better weather - for no
ski-ing - sunshine. clear skies and winter light that
bathed the Highlands in a most flattering way. Not
that Dave, jason and Paul drove slow enough to
appreciate the views but they certainly appreciated

Karting at the snow-fr

And - starring Jason on the ‘lagerphone’!

the empty, winding roads. putting their Mark Cole
training into practice. As a passenger, | was both
terrified and exhilerated. Son Elliot was totally
unimpressed, sleeping peacefully through it all.

The hotel was excellent; five star facilities included
a swimming pool, a jacuzzi and, best of all.
wonderful food - both in quality and quantity.
Evening entertainment was all laid on; see adjacent
photograph of Jason helping the Folk Band out.
He'll never forgive me for volunteering him!

The weekend was enjoyed s6 much that. next year.
the "activities weekend" will be in addition to any
ski- ing that. we hope, will take place. This will
mean that, for those like me who don’t want to risk
life and limb on the slippery slopes, we can enjoy a
fun break in the company of like-minded looniest

Penny Curtis.

ee Aviemore.
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LOCAL GROUPS.................. 2

A new Group, East Midlands, has
crept in since last time but
brain-death keeps the West Country
and Wales froon making a showing.
Go for it, mun/zor! (Ethnic minorities
represented will comprehend!)

NEWS FLASH...........ccooinnnn. 4

Fresh from the pages of Funday
Spurt, more items of gripping curiosity
and wonder ... but in this case, it's all
true! Elvis Presley is alive and well -
and drives about in a 205 Diesel!

READERS’ LETTERS............... 5
Shall have to get a bigger lefterbox
fitted to the Editorial front door! Keep
‘em coming and we may qualify for
a bigger Postman!

CONTENTS

ROAD TEST.....c.covvvvrenennnn, 6
David Yu gets to grips with a
Gutmann 16v this time - more to
come from the Yu Department in
future issues. Meantime, drool over
THIS one!

PEUGEOT SPORT................. 8
LOTS to tell - LOTS been happening.
Racing and rallying, it all takes your
breath away!

AROUND AND ABOLUT ....... 11

Been busy again, haven't you? (Well,
except in Wales and the Westt)

TORQUE TALK

OK - so Torque is late. It's MY fault and no-one
else’s. The unfortunate need to earn a living and
to pay the mortgage has resulted in any spare
time being at a premium over the last two
months! Many thanks for your patience and to
all those who have contributed articles for this
issue.

The thanks are specially extended to David Yu
who has travelled far and wide to investigate the
‘tuned GTi" business. The first of his reports
occupies the centre pages. | have a suspicion
that his eagerness to WRITE about ‘hot’ cars
could well have something to do with his desire
to DRIVE them! - and who can blame him when

he’s not getting paid for his journalistic efforts!

Since the present Committee took on the task of
running the Club, they have been thinking of
approaching a ‘personality’ with the right
background and interests to become the Club
President. There is, of course, only one person
who fits the bill and the Committee is delighted
to announce that he has accepted the position. |
refer, of course, to Des O’Dell, the Peugeot Talbot
Sport Supremo, whose competiion background
seems to go back all the way to the era when the
riding mechanic was essential in a competition
car - he had to keep the wick trimmed! (Only
joking, Des! welcome aboard!)

Mike Bell

The new Peugeot GTi
Club President ...
Des O’'Defl.

(Photo:
Colin Taylor Productions)




1989 PRICES

January saw all the major manufacturers
raise their new car prices and the new
Peugeot Price List now reads like this:

205CTi 1.6 ..... £9350
205CTi 1.9 ... £10765
205CTi 1.6 ..... £11760

309GTi 3dr ..... £10995
309GTi 5dr ... £11245

405 Mi-16 ... £15895

M16's IN STOCK

Production of the Mi 16 is now going strong
and some of the larger dealers have cars in
stock. So, those of you wanting to ‘trade up’
should be able to shop around for the best
deal ... and maybe let us all know your best
result?

QUANTOCKS
CONTOURS

The Rotary Club of the Quantocks (sounds
quite painful to mel) are organising a
Concours d’'Elegance and Parade between
Minehead and Watchet on Sunday Sept-
ember 3rd - the ideal chance for some
Peugeot GTi Club exposure in the West
Country??

Any GTi Club member . interested in
competing - either as an individual or as part
of a GTi Club Team - should contact Penny
Curtis for further details. As with any other
event promoted by the Rotary Club,
proceeds from the day will be going to locat
charities.

NEW RAPPORT FROM PEUGEOT

Recent buyers of new Peugeot cars will have
already received their first issue of the new -
and very high quality - magazine ... "Rapport’
Published four times a year, it will be mailed
direct to all new Peugeot owners for a period
of two years.

Rapport will play a major role in the
Customer Communications area of Peugeot's
marketing strategy. reflecting both the
quality of the Company’'s product and the
success it is enjoying.

Peter Williams, Marketing Director Peugect
Talbot, says, *“The main task of this magazine
is to enhance brand loyalty. It is one part of
an on-going communication programme
which aims to establish a sense of ‘family’
belonging and which reflects the aspirations
and interests of the Peugeot owner™.

The content of ‘Rapport’ is everything a
magazine should be, a wide mix of features
with a well thought out balance between
relevant corporate articles and general
‘human-interest’ features. Printed on very
high quality art paper, perfect-bound into
laminated outer covers and with full colour
on 99% of the first issue’s 52 pages. it is
quite impressive ... almost worth buying a
new Peugeot for!

NEW OWNERS’ CLUB IN GERMANY

Peugeot enthusiasts in Germany now have a
new Club to cater for them and their
favourite cars. The ‘LOWEN CLUB’ - even
basic linguists will work out that this
translates as ‘Lion Club® - has been in
existence since january and already has
several hundred members, including a
considerable proportion of GTi owners.

Founded by Rainer Engler, the Club is also
producing its own magazine, aptly titled
‘Lowen Magazin® and. from the dummy issue
received, it would appear to be having
loadsagelt spent on it - art paper throughout.
more pages than we are now used to and.
with the extra space, much more ‘designer’
in format. Although alt in mono on the inside,
quite an impressive device and we shall
watch with interest, maybe nicking some of
their ideas!

DATA PROTECTION

The Club keeps the records of its members
on a computer disc, principally for the
purpose of administering the membership
fees and distributing paperwork to the
membership.

Without going into the legal technicalities of
the situation, the Club is obliged to register
under the Data Protection Act 1984 as a
‘Data User’. The fee for such registration is
£40 and the procedure itself is quite
complicated. However, under the terms of
the Act, there is an exemption from

Anyone interested In more INformation can
either write direct to Graham Mitchell at GM
Design (address elsewhere in this issue) or
direct to the Lowen Club at

RIEGELER STRASSE 18, D-7835 TENINGEN,
DEUTSCHLAND.

registration in favour of unincorporated
members’ clubs - a category into which the
Peugeot GTi Club falls.

The Club can take advantage of this
exemption only if there are no objections to
non-registration raised by the membership. If
you object to the proposed NON-registration,
the Club can take one of two available
courses of action: store the relevant
information manually or register.

Even if the Club does not register, it can still
only disclose the information it holds about
the membership in very limited circum-
stances and, essentially, only when
authorised by the individual or individuals
concerned.

In view of the above, the Club now requires
your consent to continue to hold the
information relating to all members on the
computer disc WITHOUT registering as a
Data User under the terms of the Act. If you
object, please do so. in writing. to the Club
Secretary within one month of the publi-
cation date of this issue of Torque.

EVENT ONE: The ‘all-action’ Rally Club got off
to a well-supported but non-competitive start on
January 28th when 125 members and friends
visited the Puegeot Sport Competition
Department at Coventry. The purpose of the day
was to enable members to learn all aspects of
rally car preparation. on-event servicing and
event administration from Peugeot Sport
personnel.

Several demonstrations were held throughout the
day and included engine building. suspension
preparation and all other aspects of preparing a
Group N rally car.

EVENT TWO: Only a few days after Event One,
over 40 members took advantage of the
opportunity of some forest driving training when
Peugeot took over Jan Churchill's Weish Forest
Rally School for three days. The stage. in the
very heart o7 mid-Wales rally territory, is used by
top manufacturers’ teams for testing and. as well
as Chris Birkbeck. Simon Davison and Warren
Hunt being there. new Peugeot star Hakan
Erikson was present with a Group A 309GTi.

The highlight for Club members was a lap of the
stage sitting in with Hakan. The technique
consists of the right foot being firmly planted to
the floor and the left foot being used on the
brake to set up the car for the corners. All this
with clutchless gear-changes and the steering
wheel only being used when all else fails! His
incredible car control only serves to heighten
one’s awareness of one's own inadequacies!

EVENT THREE: The first competitive event of
the GTi Rally Club Rally Challenge was the Johhn
Price Longleat Stages where over 30 GTi's joined
100 other competitors for some fun in the Safari
Park.

Fortunately, the (other) lions were secure behind
bars as these 'Lions’ slithered and slid around the
narrow tarmac roads. more often than not
making unscheduled deviations from the
intended route by taking to the grass! - Lion
droppings being an additional hazard!

One of the top Peugect contenders, Kevin
Furber, did his championship hopes a power of
no good when he slid off on the first stage and.
before he could get back on and away. it was
rammed in the side by another errant
competitor!

Your GTi Club was represented by Mike Bell and
Kevin Pye in their 1.9 205GTi who, after an
embarrassingly slow start, eventually finished
tenth Peugeot. When asked the reason behind
his early caution. Mike put it down to
driver-malfunction and some concern about the
paint-job getting scratched!

One or two other GTi Club members were there,
seen marshalling or taking photos. If YOU were -
or will be - involved in any way. please let us
know. At the very least, you deserve a mention.

Chris Birkbeck/Mike Kidd, 1600 205GTi. (Photo: CIP)

PEUGEOT RALLY CHALLENGE
ROUND ONE
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GROUP C
PROGRAMME

Peugeot Sport will be competing in the Sports
Prototype World Championship in 1991. Jean
Baillot. President of Automobiles Peugeot.
revealed this decision towards the end of last
year, finally ending speculation regarding the
direction that their motor sport involvment
would take.

The project is in its very early stages with only
the basic design concepts set out. It is known
that the sportscar will be powered by a new 3.5
litre atmospheric engine to be designed by
Peugeot. Whether this will have eight, ten or
twelve cylinders is not yet decided but
four-wheel steering is being considered. Perhaps
surprisingly. the car will NOT be based on the
Oxia which was displayed at the recent Motor
Show.

The personnel involved in the project all have
racing as well as rally experience, several of them
having joined Peugeot from their French rivals at
Renault when they withdrew from racing. Gerard
Weltier, Peugeot’s head of styling. is a member
of the team and has been connected with the
WM-Peugeot sportscar team which raced at Le
Mans; that car raced at Le Mans and achieved a
record speed of 400 kph on the Mulsanne
Straight in the 1988 event.

The Le Mans 24 Hour race is obviously the main
attraction in the prooosed 12-race

1989 COMPETITION PROGRAMME

The most exciting and comprehensive motor-
sport programme for many years is announced
by Peugeot for 1989. Included in the calendar
is an attack on three classes of the Shell Oils
BRITISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP, a return to the
race tracks for the Esso BRITISH TOURING CAR
CHAMPIONSHIP, involvement in the BRITISH
RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP and a continuing
commitment to the development to the
development of young British driving talent
through the hugely successful PEUGEOT GTi
RALLY CLUB.

Des O’Dell, Motorsport Director, says '‘We've
built a completely new team for this year, with
the emphasis on youth and training; there are
new names, new cars and plenty of oppor-
tunities for the new talent to get noticed. |
think that it’s the most exciting programme
from the team for a long time.”

Rally Programme:

Three cars will be entered in the three engine
capacity classes in the Shell Oils British
Championship; all prepared initially at
Coventry and to full group A spec.

Hakan r(pronounced ‘Hawken’) Eriksson, the
younger brother of World Championship star,
Kenneth Eriksson, will drive a 309GTi on the
Cartel. Des O’Dell was instantly impressed with
Hakan’s abilities when he saw him in action on
the Swedish rally this year and reports that
Hakan will be involved in assisting with the
trainini; of the members of the Peugeot GTi
Rally Club. ““Perhaps some of the Scandinavian
magic can rub off!”, says Des.

One of the rising stars of British rallying, Chris
Birkbeck from Cleveland, will be running a
1600 205GTi and partnered by Mike Kidd, a
former road rally Champion who has made the
transition to stage rallying with some ease.
Another driver from the North East is Simon
Davison. Simon will be teamed up with Steve
Bond and they will be campaigning one of the
rare (in UK) 1300cc 205 Rallye cars.

Race Programme:

Peugeot won the British Touring Car
Championship six times in the 1970’s and, for
the return this year, a 309GTi will be driven by
Mike Jordan from Sutton Coldfield. After
starting in Formula Ford and achieving a lot of
success during 1984 and 1985, Mike then
spent a couple of years as an instructor at the
Cadwell Park Racing School before taking up
the offer of a Porsche on the last race o?the
1986 Porsche Championship. He won that race
outright and his future was thus settled. The
1987 Porsche Championship resulted in a
series win for Mike, from nine wins and three
second places in the 12-event season.

“We have been out of top level saloon racin
for several years’, says Des O'Dell, *’so this will
be a learning year for both us and Mike. We
will have to be realistic but, even, so, it's great
to be back in the British Touring Car series.”

Rallycross Programme:

Works support and technical advice will be
enjoyed by John Milner who has earned some
support after two wins and a fifth overall in the
1988 season in Formula C of the British
Rallycross Championship. In addition to the
British series, 20-year old John will also
compete in the Motaquip Rallycross Grand
Prix, where he reached the finals last year. John
will also be trying a couple of selected
club-level stage rallies during the year.

Other Events:

The Paris-Algiers-Dakar couldn‘t be left out of
the Peugeot Frogramme for 1989 and Christ-
mas Day will see yet another attack by the
most successful Paris-Dakar team.

A decision on whether to take part in the Pikes
Peak Hillclimb in July will be taken very shortly.
Success on this dirt road provides immense
publicity value and must be a very tempting
excercise to repeat.

The Spanish Baja in July and the Pharoahs Rally
in October are also on the list.

Championship. especially for the French
company. It is intended to promote the whole
range of Peugeot cars through this programme,
rather than specific products as has been the
case previosly when the 205 and 405 rally and
‘raid’ cars were made the centre of attraction.

The project is a long term one, the car being
developed this year and testing due to
commence in early 1990. It is also intended to
compete in certain events during that year,
leading to a complete season in 1991. It is also
possible that the engine could be supplied to

other teams for use in Formula 1 but the main
emphasis remains on the production of the
Sports Prototype car. It will have a strong
Peugeot identity and will, hopefully, be proving
itself against the other major manufacturers
teams of Porsche, Jaguar and Mercedes.

So, start making your plans for a visit to France
in June 1991 to cheer on the Peugeots at Le
Mans!

Phitip Tarttelin

SPOT CHECK

| was recently ‘pulled over’ by our local
Constabulary for a spot check - lights, tyres, road
tax, etc and you can imagine my surprise when |
was informed that my 205GTi was illegal.

The facts of the matter are that the auxiliary
driving lights, fitted as standard on GTi's. are
illegal in this country since all lights, except those
to be used in conditions of fog or falling snow, are
to be at least 24 inches from the road surface.

| was told, by the Police, to have my lights re-wired
so that they would only come on when fog lights
were on and NOT on with main beam.

There are three reasons for this letter:

A: To clarify this point of law for myself and other
Club members.

B: To ask Peugeot if they will compensate me for
having to comply with the law.

C: To inform all other GTi owners so that this
experience need not happen to them.

| await your reply.

M. Coid

! suggest that you inform your local
Constabulary to check their facts! Apparently,
the old 24 inches legislation was dropped in
1984, thus allowing Peugeot to market the
GTi with it's low-set driving lamps. Although
not in possession of the full facts, | believe
that it has something to do with the British
legislation falling into line with the rest of the
E.E.C. MB

GEAR STICK

My 1985 "C-reg’ 1.6 205GTi, with 26,000 miles on
the clock, has developed two apparently minor
problems which | wondered if you could advise me
on.

t: The gear-shift is ‘notchy’ and quite obstructive
AFTER warming-up and in town driving. Can this
be cured?

2: The clutch operation has become heavy. The
garage says that this can happen. even after
10.000 miles. and nothing short of a new clutch
will resolve it. As it still works well. this seems a
drastic step to take. Is there no other way?

Len Perry

Your gear shift problems could be due to
some part of the external linkage - which runs
very close to the exhaust - starting to seize or
he oil level in the gearbox is too low.

As far as the clutch is concerned, the most
common cause of ‘heaviness’ is the clutch
CABLE, which can wear internally.
Replacement of this item is FAR cheaper than
fitting a new clutch! MB.

Frizington, Cumbria.

Bexhill-on-Sea.

Artist’s impressions of the Group C Sports Prototype

GET 'Blﬁl'i.!LEAD

I have a C-reg 1.6 GTi and have been wondering
about a conversion to unleaded petrol. | gather
that there is likely to be some drop in performance
but nobody seems to know by how much. Your
help would be greatly appreciated.

Ken Cheung

Opinions on this matter vary so much that /
can only suggest that you have the ignition
timing adjusted - a very simple mod - as
recommended by Peugeot, fill up with
unleaded and see what happens. In normal,
you are quite likely to notice no difference!

London.

TICK-TOCK ALARM

Having recently purchased my new GTi. moving up
froma 1.6 toa 1.9, | find a similar annoyance on
the new engine to that experienced with the old.
There is a ticking noise emanating from the cam
housing which comes and goes but increases after
a good run.

Apparently, on the older 1.6 engines, this was
because the cam cover didn't have a breather pipe
- or so | was told by the local Peugeot Dealer. Thus.
with the newer 1.6 and 1.9 engines having a
breather arrangement, the noise shouldnt
appear.

If anything. the noise is greater on the new 1.9 and
| mentioned it to the Dealer on the 1500-mile
Service. They reported that they couldn’t find any
noise (Obviously didn't take it for a test run?) | feel
that the engine isn't breathing properly and
possibly causing a pressure build-up, making the
shims rattle or perhaps there just isn't enough oil
pressure to the cam.

Obviously, as the car is still under warranty. | am -
at present - not unduly worried. It is annoying.
however, and | wonder whether you or any reader
can shed some light on the problem.
Keep up the good work.

Paul Hancock Stockport.
Unfortunately, it is impossible to accurately
diagnose engine noises by post but, we'll give
it a try. Ticking noises CAN come from the
injectors on GTi engines, or even from the
valve gear. 1.9 models do seem to be noisier
than their smaller brothers and [ do know that
the oil feed to the camshaft has caused a few
problems - but due to TOO MUCH oil pressure
rather than not enough. Your Peugeot Dealer
should have information about this. MB.

TYRE OPTIONS 1

I own a Peugeot 309CTi which has covered nearly
19,000 miles and the front tyres will need
renewing soon. Do you, or perhaps any other Club
member, have any experience of running this
vehicle on any other tyre other than the Michelin?
Perhaps Pirelli or Bridgestone if they are available
in the required size.

| find this car to be very prone to ‘sliding’ in damp
conditions. a problem that | had with an MG
Maestro 2.0 litre and that car was very much
improved by fitting Pirelli P600s. Another
probable answer may be not to drive so fast !
Hope you can help. Kindest regards.

John Raby Brigg. South Humberside.
It is generally acknowledged that Michelin
MXVs are manufactured using a harder
compound rubber than some other tyres.
Pirelli P600s, as fitted to a percentage of new
GTls, have a better reputation for wet road
adhesion. As to other makes of tyre, Mark
Cole uses BF Goodrich on his Race School
cars (see p11 of the December issue). It must
be remembered that all tyres are a
compromise between grip and tyre life. A
softer compound rubber will give better
adhesion in both wet and dry conditions but
will obviously wear faster ... swings and
roundabouts. Also see below. MB.

TYRE OPTIONS 2

In the December issue, in the article about Mark
Cole Racing. it was mentioned that he uses BF
Goodrich Comp TA tyres in a 195/50-VR15 size on
the standard 6J x 15" alloy rim. Please correct me
if | am wrong but wouldn't these tyres give an

overali lowering of the gearing with the normally
55 series being changed to a 50 series?
Because the 195 section is wider, giving more grip.
is it not possible to retain the 55 series, thus not
affecting the gearing? Would you know whether
there is a 195/55 VR15 tyre on the market and at
what price?

Additionally, would any adjustments be required to
fit this type of tyre as clearance may be a
problem.

I hope you can assist me with this enquiry and also
to pass on to other members my recommendation
for the ‘Wheel Clean Discs’ as marketed by
Carflow. These simple devices. once fitted, prevent
the high majority of the front wheel brake dust
from affecting the appearance of the alloy wheels
and does not affect braking performance.

Sean Childs RAF Gutersloh. Germany.
Thanks for the tip about the Wheel Clean
Discs! Moving on to the tyre enquiry ...

The /50 or /55 included in the tyre size is, in
fact, the height of the tyre wall expressed as a
PERCENTAGE of the tyre width. Thus, the
height of the tyre wall of a standard 1.9 GTi
tyre (185/55 HR15} is 55% of 185mm =
101.75mm. If the other tyre size options are
calculated in the same way, it can be seen
that gearing WILL be affected to a degree as
the tyre wall height will affect the rolling
circumference and the revolutions per mile of
the tyre. As a comparison, the 195/50 VR15
works out to a tyre wall height of 97.5mm -
therefore lowering the gearing marginally -
whereas a 195/55 tyre wall height comes out
as 107.25mm, raising the gearing over
standard. It is merely a question of personal
choice, the higher gearing will give you better
fuel consumption for your autobahn cruising
but marginally slower acceleration. The
converse applies with the lower gearing if
using the 195/55 size.

As far as tyre clearance is concerned,
anything larger than the standard tyre overall
diameter is likely to cause problems and,
rather than the 195/55, | would recommend
the 195/50 from the clearance aspect.
Incidentally, all tyre manufacturers publish
the dimensions of their products:
circumference, revs per mile, etc, and this
information should be easily available from
tyre dealers. MB.

BRAKE CLONK?

| was interested to read the letter concerning the
brake ‘clonking’ problem of the 1.6's front brakes.
I, too. experienced this in a 1988 car and also had
some ‘grating” at low speeds. After stripping the
brakes. | have come to the conclusion that the
problem lies in the pads fitted as standard. They
appear to 'stick’ to the disc when hot - the problem
not occuring when the brakes are cold. Also.
cleaning off the faces of the pads effected a cure
for a short while. A change to another make of
pad. Mintex. etc. will hopefully cure it altogether.
A good tip if you experience the engine stalling is
to change the plugs for NGK BCPRGES - at least.
for the 1.6 engine. this simple modification
worked wonders in my case.

Apart from these little annoyances, the car has
been first class and a joy to drive.

RW Brown Edinburgh.

more »
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DIGITAL DISPLAY

In the June edition of Torque. you asked for
interesting number plates. Please see the
photograph of my silver 205GTi 1.6 which, surely,
must be displaying the lowest number, if not the
most interesting!

For the uninitiated. Guernsey car registrations
contain no letters and. to my knowledge, 2051 is
on a white 1.9, 1205 on a white Cabriolet and
20519 has recently been seen on a red 1.9! The
possibilities are endless.

Ms Edwina O’Sullivan

S

St Saviours, Guernsey.

DISILLUSIONED

In November of last year, | took possession of the
greatly acclaimed 1.9 205GTi. Here 1 sit, eight
weeks later, a slightly disillusioned man.

As you know, when buying any car in the sporting
class, it's performance figures are always first and
foremost in the prospective buyer's mind. During
the first six weeks of ownership, | was getting
quite used to the new levels of style and luxury that
the GTi had to offer ... not to mention the one
hundred and thirty horsepower to boot!

Ten days ago. just before it's first free service, |
was travelling along our local stretch of motorway
when | was ‘challenged’ by a young man out of my
hometown in his STANDARD XR3i. To cut a long
story even shorter, | couldn’t do a thing with him. |
only JUST managed to pass him and. flat out was
struggling at 120mph.

| became worried because the engine was running
as smooth as a baby’s bottie but the acceleration
was only on a par with the Ford. At the free
service, | told the dealer about this and he looked
at me in scorn! He checked out the car for power
and test drove it, finding it faultless.

Please, please. please ... tell me that | can expect
better as time goes on or would | be better off
trading my otherwise fabulous GTi for a 1.6
version or - as a last resort - for an XR3i?

Yours desperately.

Name and address witheld.

Welll What can | say? To answer the last
paragraph first: At 1700 miles, your GTi is not
yet fully run-in. MY 1.9 now has 6000 on the
mileage recorder and is STARTING to fly.
When | first drove it, | was disappointed too,
as it didn't feel as lively as my previous 1600s.
Now, there is no comparison!

Don't forget that the odd second or two
difference published as 0-60 times is NOT
going to show up as an almighty difference
on the road. personally, | feel that the
strength of the 1.9 GTi is it’s superb torque
spread and flexibility, allowing fast
cross-country journeys without recourse to
screaming through the gears all the time. As
the racing XR3i’s, let ‘em go! The joy of
driving a superior car is that you don’t have to
prove anything! MB.

:

Driving Impreddions:

Welcome to the first of a ‘Limited Edition’ series
of test drives of some of the various Peugeot GTi
conversions available. Yeah, | know, 1 know;
you've already read ‘Performance Car’, ‘Autocar
& Motor’, 'Performance Tuning’, ‘Fast Car’,
‘Flipping Amazingly —Quick Motor'’ AND
‘Sociopathic Drivers’ weekly’ and their full road
test reports on the Gutmann 205 16-valve, so
why bother doing another one for Torque?

well - firstly, none of the writers of the
aforementioned reports drives a standard 205
1.9 as their everyday transport and, in all
likelehood, have not driven one since the launch
in '86, if at all. Secondly, all those tests tended to
concentrate too much on the facts and figures in
my opinion and only a few lines were devoted to
how the car actually felt to drive, especially in
relation to the standard article. Thirdly, | wanted
to have a go in one!

I met Graham Mitchell, sole UK Gutmann
importer, and his ‘Q-car’ steed, in a rural pub
car park, just off the M4 in Wiltshire. First visual
impressions were of how superb, and massive,
those 195/50 Bridgestone RE71’s looked on their
7" Intra rims; their width cunningly emphasised
by the total absence of any bodykit extended
wheel arches! Having said that, the car did have
the optional, and sinister-looking, black-tinted
rear lights and the ‘hatch panel’ ... a £180
option. The discreet ‘Gutmann 16v’ badging and
the large diameter, stainless steel, Sebring oval,
tail pipe - linked to a truly dustbin-sized rear
silencer box - should ensure lesser GTi owner’s
salivation (mouth-watering!) while the whole
package would hardly rate a second glance from
The Old Bill ... no offence, Tony!

After a pleasant light lunch and a chat (when it
was revedled that Graham used to import Alpina
parts well before Frank Sytner did), the big cat
took to the roads of the Wiltshire countryside
with Graham at the wheel.

Impressions from the passenger seat were NOT
of instant snatches of spine<crushing
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acceleration but of an insistent, ever- increasing
push in the back that seemed to last forever -
and in any gear. | have to confess that it did take
some self-control in order to supress a rather
un-manly ‘squeak’ from this side of the car as we
entered bends at an indicated 90 mph AND,
occasionally, on a feathered throttle or even -
GASP! - with a touch on the brakes! Now, there
cannot be too many surviving pilots of 205GTi's
who make such a habit of these cornering
techniques ... Louise excepted, of course ... as the
tail would normally bite back, taking control
away from the driver. But, not in THIS Lion! The
combination of lowered Gutmann springs,
tweaked standard-fit dampers, brake bias to the
front - and those incerdible tyres - meant that
the blacked-out tail stayed behind the nose with
no sign of protest.

“Boring!”, | imagine some of you saying, “‘we
LIKE the way the standard car oversteers on
command!” Well, so do I, but this baby enters
corners, exits them and reaches the next one SO
much faster that | seriously doubt that anybody
would prefer the ‘normal’ feel of the rear wheels
edging their way out of line, especially since the
wheelbase isn't a millimetre longer and there
ain’t an axtra gramme of metal protecting you

After forty minutes of terrifying the locals, I had
remained totally UN-terrified. (Fib!) Then, the
moment of truth arrived ... pulling over on a
narrow and muddy lane, it was my turn! Now |
started to REALLY get worried! A £17-grand 205,
third party insurance, the owner sitting just
inches away ...

After a gentle start, familiarising myself with the
feel of the car and noticing Graham gradually
relaxing - slightly - | started to push the right
foot a little further. The first noticeable effect was
how instantly the engine responded, no matter
how low down the rev range, with a fabulous
twin-cam snarl coming back from the bonnet. in
fact, inside the car, the exhaust was surprisingly
subdued compared to the fierce but very
pleasant under-bonnet sound.

GM DESIGN are at UNIT 5, GROVE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GLOUCESTER ROAD, PATCHWAY, BRISTOL BS12 5BB

GM DESIGN are on 0272 236494/5

Reinforcing my earlier passenger-seat feeling,
the car was found to pull from 2000 rpm up to
7200 rpm with no sign of easing off. unlike the
standard car, the speed at which the tacho
needle sweeps it's arc around the dial, is as gquick
in third and fourth gears as it is in the lower
gears!

The engine feels to have all the flexibility of the
standard 1.9 up to 4500 rpm, at which point, it's
power curve seems to double the ‘angle of
attack’ on the bhp graph, straight up to the
7200 red-line where the rev-limiter stops the
over-eager from going OTT. All this isn’t entirely
due to the four valves per cylinder as the
gearbox features the close-ratio gearing of the
405 Mi-16 as well as a lowered Final Drive; the
whole combination suiting the power and
torque peaks - at 6500 and 5000 rpm
respectively - to perfection.

Despite 164 bhp and 133 Ib/ft torque going
through wide rubber, torque-steer was remark-
ably noticeable by it's absence and all credit
must go to Peugeot here, for getting the steering
geometry right in the first place.

The wide, square-shouldered tyres do have one
disadvantage; they tend to follow the camber of
the road slightly and a gentle restraint on the
steering wheel was required at all times.

| was initially surprised with how much effort
was required to haul the car down from high
speed. With the bulk of the braking effort
concentrated on the front wheels, there was
terrific ‘feel’ on the pedal and, to stop harder, it
was only necessary to push on the pedal harder;
the actual pedal movement being quite small.

The German-made sports clutch was slightly
heavier than standard, with a fairly sharp

‘clamping-point’, but this only encouraged
correctly co-ordinated gear-changes.

The turn-in was stunningly sharp and precise
with absolutely no body-roll discernable. The
level of lateral grip was simply staggering, way
beyond those of the standard equipment tyres
and the way that some mid-corner patches of
slimy mud were ignored seemed to indicate a
total suspending of the normai laws of friction.
Application of full throttle during the corner
caused the front tyres to occasionally drift
slightly wider but the loss of traction was very
progressive and well-advertised. | didn’t have the
nerve to deliberately lift off the throttle
mid-corner but, having experienced it from the
left hand seat, | know that significant oversteer
just doesn’t occur. Perhaps, if you had biceps like
Arnie Schwarzenegger, a pull on the handbrake
might persuade the rear end to let go!

As with any other automotive compromise, the
advantages of the phenominal grip from those
tyres was offset by an unbelievably heavy
steering effort at parking speeds. | think 1 could
put up with that!

The ride was surprisingly supple considering the
apparent drastic roll stiffness modifications and,
while *knobblier’ at low speed than my 1.9, the

Gutmann car was noticeably tauter and even
more comfortable at higher speeds.

For those of you that haven’t read the facts and
figures elsewhere, this ‘Super-Pug’ has been
accurately measured to reach 60 mph from a
standing start in 6.7 seconds and it'll do 139
mph on the autobahn. The full conversion costs
£5800 plus VAT but the tyres, springs, etc are
available separately and are certainly where |
will start once funds can be accumulated and
liberated - even with my standard engine. To do
the gradual conversion the other way round,
installing the engine before the suspension, is
definitely not on and the 16-valve motor is only
available as part of a complete conversion
package.

It is a truly complete package; the Gutmann 16v
(Peugeot disapproved of Gutmann sticking an
Mi-16 badge on it ... but there would be nothing
to stop a private owner doing it) is a no-
compromise road sprinter. Every component is
chosen or madified only so that the car is the
ultimate in B-road demons. If that is where you
believe that REAL driving enjoyment is to be had,
look no further. just pay up and grin ....

DAVID YU

LIKES: Unrelenting acceleration
LIKES: Twin cam sound

LIKES: Thorough engineering

LIKES: All-weather grip and traction
LIKES: Stability

DISLIKES: Parking the thing will probably give you

DISLIKES: The fact that | can't afford one ... yet!

a hernia.
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5 Al gy the Cheetah I\, PTS/Longman Motorsport conversion and, of
COming soonl!




